THE  KING  AND   THE   PRINCES

antiquity as Aquitaine split up into fragments, a single one of
which-the district round Bordeaux - preserved the name of
Aquitaine under the form 'Guyenne'. The greater part of it
passed, with the title of duke, to the Count of Poitiers, who pos-
sessed the countship of Poitou as his personal domain and had
several great titled lords as his vassals in the mountainous region
of central France - for instance, in the Limousin and Auvergne -
who had become de facto independent princes. The region between
the Gironde and the Pyrenees, known as Gascony, had been broken
up into petty lordships as a result of being divided among the sons
of princes, some of whom had assumed the title of count. The
only great state in the south-west was that of the Count of Tou-
louse, whose domain extended over a part of the Garonne, and
who had as vassals all the independent lords as far as the Rh6ne.
This region now came to be known in popular usage as Languedoc,
because a language was spoken there different from the French
spoken in the north.

Thus the royal domain, the only territory really governed by the
king - sometimes called the 'land of the royal obedience* (paysde
I'obtissance du roi) - was surrounded by what were in effect states
in which die king's vassals had as much power as he had in his
own domain. These were: in the north the countship of Flanders
which, before Artois was detached from it, extended as far as the
Somme; in the cast the countship of Champagne, the count of
which also possessed the countship of Blois on the Loire; in the
south the duchy of Burgundy; and on the west the duchy of
Normandy, where the duke was so powerful that he forbade his
subjects to make war among themselves and reserved to himself
alone the right of trying all criminal causes. This was the only
state possessing a regular central power: the prince delegated his
powers to representatives known as viscounts or baUtis, whose
function it was to preside over his courts and carry on the adminis-
tration in his place.

The two great states in the south, Aquitaine and the countship
of Toulouse, where the population had always had different
customs and a different language from those of the north, at first
remained almost foreign to the kingdom of France. When Eleanor,
the heiress of the Duke of Aquitaine, was married to King Louis
VII and brought with her to the King's court nobles from her
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